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families of the earth be blessed.”—Vucation of the Jews. GEN. xxviii. 14. 
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NOTICE, 


This present issuc is supplemental to the third volume, which, in so far 
as dates are concerned, closed with No. 83, as previously explained. In 
order to admit the placing of the accompanying title page at the head of 
the 3rd Vol., and to avoid por confusion of dates, the news and correspon- 
dence of the first weeks of the year a.m. 5605, will appear in No. 85, on 
Friday, 4th October, to be followed by No. 86, on the Ith October. 

We have the pleasure to present herewith to our Subscribers, a com- 
pendious almanack for the year 5605, containing all the needful points of 
information printed on a single sheet; accompanied by a comprehensive 
exposition of the Jewish calendar, of the principles which regulate it, and 
of the various festivals and anniversary observances of the whole Jewish 
year. For this latter, with a trivial correction or two, we are indebted to 
the Manual of the lamented and accomplished Mr. J. Van Oven. The 
Chronological tables which had been intended to supply the place of the 
supplemental matter in this issue, could not be satisfactorily compiled in 
time, without being almost wholly extracted from the excellent Calendar of 
our friend Mr. E. H. Lindo, and we have, therefore, accepted the offer of 
a correspondent to compile another set of tables, including all events of 
importance concerning the history of the Jews in England. We invite 
for him the assistance of any of our readers having access to rare and 
authentic sources of information. 


Non-Subscribers can obtain a limited number of this supplemental 
number, through the usual channels. For Subscribers it is stamped, and 
transmitted without extra charge, per post. 


‘Tue Fourts VoL. of Tue Voice or Jacon, will commence with No. 
85; and Subscribers are respectfully reminded of the rules for payment in 
advance. The frequency of the issues in that and future volumes, will 
depend upon the efforts of our friends to increase the number of annual 
subscribers. 


*,.* TERMS OF SUBSCRIPTION ;—for transmission of every issue, 
free of extra charge, throughout Great Britain and her colonies, and to such 
foreign countries as have a postal convention therewith :—Annual, 10s. 6d. 
—Half-yearly, 5s. 6d —Quarterly, 3s.—payable, always in advance, (by 


order on London, post office order, or otherwise,) at the Office, 27, Camo- 


mile Street, London. 


To other foreign countries, an extra pre-payment at the Post Office of 
twopence per copy is necessary. The Annual Subscription, in order to 
cover such pre-payment, is 15s. 6d.; likewise payable in advance. 


> The stamped copies can be obtained by pre-paying and registered 
subscribers only. 


The regular weekly issue will be resumed, the paper enlarged, and im- 
portant improvements made in the literary and news departments, as also 
a Monthly Magazine issued, (in accordance with the original plan, ) so soon 
as the zealous exertions which are being made, in various quarters, by the 
friends of the Anglo-Jewish Press, shall obtain for it that extent of support 
which may warrant the extra outlay. 


NOTICE TO CORRESPONDENTS. 


We pray our respected correspondents to excuse our inability, in this 
supplemental number, to do more than acknowledge receipt of their 
communications. The following shall have our attention. 

A. Alexander, Wollstein; Rev. I. Leeser, Philadelphia; A. Wolff, St. 
Thomas; W. B. Simmonds, St. Thomas; E. A. Moses, President of the 
Synagogue, Barbados; A. Finzi, Barbados; Anon, Hamburgh; The 
Hebrew Congregation, Great Yarmouth, per D. L. Cohen, Warden; 
A.M., Cheltenham ; Our Jamaica Correspondent, two letters ; M. Solomon, 
Amsterdam; Rev. D. M. Isaacs, Liverpool; Rev. J. K. Martyn, M. B, 
Levy, Brighton; M. E. Rose, Cheltenham; B. E., and L. N. 

The Election of a Chief Rabbi.—While passing this supplement through 

e press, we have received from Mr. S. H. Ellis, the copy of a requisition 

dressed to him as “‘ Chairman of the Board of Delegates for the election 
of Chief Rabbi,” requesting a meeting of that body “to consider the pro- 
Priety of postponing the election.’ Taken by surprise, we cannot now 
Copy further from the document, (which is accompanied by the draft of a 
summons addressed to “ The Committee for the selection of Candidates,” to 
meet on Monday, 30th Sept., 5605,) but will answer inquiries in our next. 


| 


ELECTION OF CHIEF RABBI, 
’HXO THE EDITOR OF THE VOICE OF JACOB.—Sir, 


A circular having appeared, signed ‘t Elias Davis, By order,” giving a pre- 
ference to one Candidate, to the injury of the other three, and which cireular has 
been supposed to emanate from authority, 1 beg to inform you that it has been 
issued without the order or cognizance of the Committee or myself. 

l have the honor to be, 

Your obedient Servant, 

SAM. HELBERT ELLIS. 
Chairman of the Board of Delegates for the Election of a Chief Rabbi. 


London, 25th Sept., 5605. 


IN THE PRESS. 
| OLACHSGLAUBE UND RELIGIONSCH ANDUNG. 
i Eine nothwendinge Schrift fiir Herrn Ghillany und die Leser seiner Werke, 
von Ur. H. S. Hirschfeld, Rabbiner. Einer Abfertigung der Schrift “ Das Juden- 
thum und die Kritik,’’ 
MOTTO. 
Wenn Geistlosigkeit aus Lieblosigkeit 
entspringt, dann verzeihe wer da wolle.—BoOrneg. 
Wollstein, Posen, A. Alexander, Bookseller. May be ordered through B., Steill, 


Publisher of The Voice of Jacob, Paternoster Row, London; or any Agent of ; 


the Anglo-Jewish Press. 


ENGLISH AND GERMAN SYNAGOGUE, KINGSTON, JAMAICA. 
V ANTED, one or two Gentlemen, (unmarried would be 


preferred,) as Readers to this Congregation, they must be fully qualified — 


to perform all the duties of B°3}M including that of reading the HD. A good 
education, Hebrew and English, is indispensable: and ability to deliver religious 
discourses in the latter tongue would be desirable. The salary will be £250 
sterling per annum, with a residence (if unmarried), together with medical atten- 
dance, &c. A free passage will be provided.—Further particulars may be ob- 
tained of Messrs. Lazarus and Lawrance, 4, Castle Street, Houndsditch, London. 


EWS’ AND GENERAL LITERARY AND SCIENTI- 


FIC INSTLTUTION.—The Committee of this Institution is desirous of re- 


ceiving applications for the situation of Librarian and Assistant Secretary. 


Satisfactory references and securities will be required, Particulars as to Salary, 
and the duties of the situation, may be obtained on application to 
MORRIS 8. OPPENHEIM, 


17, South Street, Finsbury. Hon. Sec, 


AND GENERAL LITERARY AND SCIENTI.- 
@F FIC INSTITUTION.—In fulfilment of the objects sought to be attained by 
this Institution, viz :—the cultivation of Literary and Scientific pursuits, the Com- 
mittee are anxious to obtain donations of Books and Manuscripts towards the 
establishment of a Library ; and also Models, Objects illustrative of Natural History, 
Curiosities, &e. &c. towards the formation of a Museum, which will be thankfully 
received, and duly acknowledged. 

Donations of Books, or other property, to the value of £15, will entitle the donor 
to all the privileges of a Life Subscriber to the Institution. 


MORRIS 8. OPPENHEIM, 
Hon. Sec. 


17, South Street, Finsbury. 
JANTED, in a Silversmith and Sale Shop in a provincial 
town, a Shopman, who is perfectly acquainted with the trade and competent 
to manage all its branches; none but a good salesman need apply to 
M. Myers, Commerce House, 8, Bull Ring, Birmingham. 


N.B.—He must also understand the Gun trade. 


AY HOUSE, GRAVESEND.—Mrs. and the Misses 


Craweour, beg to announce to their Friends and the Jewish community, 
that their Establishment recommences on the 11th October, 5605, 


- 


Printed by Epwarp Varry, 27, Camomile Street, in the Parish of All- 
hallows, London Wall, in the City of London; and Published by 
BENJAMIN STEILL, Paternoster Row, in the Parish of St. Faith under 
St. Paul, in the City of London. 


Fripay, SerremMBer 27, 1844. 
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THE JEWISH CALENDAR. 


« The fountain of all knowledge, the holy Bible, has, in the 
course of its commandments, pointed out the grounds of the 
-onstruction of the Almanack, by fixing the time of year at 
which the several festivals, or religious observances, are to be 
held. 

« As soon as the Israelites were released from Egypt, the 
attention of Moses was called to a new era; he was no more 
to be guided by the Egyptian calendar, which the people had 
contracted the habit of following, but was ordered to look out for 


the emergence of the moon then about to appear, and to regard 


it as the beginning of a new year.* The festival first com- 
manded, was on account of the passover sacrificed on that 
occasion, and it was ordered to be annually kept for perpetual 
commemoration on the fourteenth day of Nissan, which in con- 
sequence was denominated the first month in the year, and all 
the festivals, wherever they are mentioned as such in the Pen- 
tateuch, are for this reason placed in the same order of months ;} 
thus, the feast of trumpets, /t@osh Hashanah (n3wn wer), or new 
year's day, is ordained to be held in the month which, accord- 
ing to this range, is called the seventh} ; although from arrange- 
ments subsequently made, it is now reckoned as the first 
month, or the commencement of the civil year, by which our 
years are at present reckoned and our dates regulated ; while, 
in computations made for sacred occasions, the former is con- 
sidered as the ecclesiastical year. 

‘“ This ordinance, that the appearance of the new moon was 
essential to the establishment of the ceremonies and sacrifices 
regulated for every new moon day or Rosh Hodesh (wan ws), 
was committed to the management of the Sanhedrin, who sat 
in the temple and issued proclamations of the day when the 
moon was declared to be visible, and the month considered as 
commenced ; hence it sometimes occurred, that when the moon 
was not sufficiently advanced to be seen in time, on the day of 
its renewal, such month had thirty days allotted to it, the last 
of which is called the first day of Rosh Hodesh, from the fact 
thatthe new moon is actually tormed, although it might not be 
visible in the horizon; and the following day called the second 
day of Rosh Hodesh, was reckoned as the first of the succeed- 
ing month, 

‘* However strictly this ordination of establishing the Rosh 
Hodesh by the actual appearance of the new moon was adhered 
to by the Sanhedrin (as is evident from the various rules laid 
down respecting the nature and value of the reports brought by 
their messengers, sent out for that especial’ purpose), it is 
asserted by the rabbins, that a regular astronomical calcula- 
tion, known to Moses, was by him traditionally transmitted to 
his successors as a secret instruction, until it reached the San- 
hedrin, who were thereby greatly assisted in effecting this lunar 
arrangement. 

“ This, indeed, from the uncertainty attending mere ocular 

servation, which cloudy weather or other accidental circum- 
stances might have rendered fallacious, appears to have been 
almost indispensable in order to ensure the requisite correct- 
ness: a brief outline of a system so unparalleled for its accu- 
racy, and distinguished for its unaltered use through so many 
successive generations, down to the present period, may not be 
unacceptable in this place. . 

“The Jewish year, regulated as before mentioned, consists 
of twelve lunar months, during each of which the moon re- 
volves round the sun in the time of 29 days, 12 hours, and 793 
subdivisions of 1080 computed parts of an hour.§ Twelve 
such circumvolutions make up a ae year, consisting of 354 

ays, 8 hours, and 48 or 49 minutes; whereas the solar year, 
or the period occupied by the revolution of the earth round the 
sun, contains 365 days, 5 hours, and 554 minutes: thus, it 1s 
evident, that the lunar year falls short of the solar by nearly 
ll — in each year. Some arrangement was therefore indis- 
Pensable to make these two differently calculated years agree at 
Some point, in order that the sidereal time might accord: to 
effect this, a cycle of 19 years is taken, of which 12 years are 


* Exod. xii, 2. ¢ See the whole order of the festivals in 
Numb. xxviii, 29. Exod. xxiii. 16; xxxiv. 22. 


This Judai n i 29 days, 12 hours, 44 minutes, 
is equal to ys, 
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called common lunar years, consisting of 353, 354, or 355 days 
each, according to rules established for that purpose; and an 
additional or thirteenth month of 30 days is introduced, and 
added to each of the remaining seven, which are termed embo- 
lismic, or leap years; namely the 3rd, 6th, 8th, 11th, 14th, 
17th and 19th ; by means of which the lunar cycle, at its end of 
19 years, is found to accord with the solar, and the moon and 
the earth meet at the same point of the sphere from which they 
set out at its commencement. 

“ This sketch of the Jewish calendar will be sufficient for the 
comprehension of the changes that occur in the construction of 
the several current years; the holy Bible, as I have before said, 
is our guide; and in order to direct a due attention to the re- 
gulation of the festivals at the proper times, it explicitly com- 
mands special care to be taken that the festival of the passover 
be kept in the month Abib*, which signifies the month of 
ripening; and, as the corn growing in that eastern climate does 
begin to ripen about April, it is clearly indicative that the vernal 
equinox, being the actual period of the exit from Egypt, is the 
proper time of year for the observance which this festival is 
designed to commemorate. This commandment being so 
decidedly marked, the fixing its proper period is of course a 
matter of great importance; but if, in following the course ot 
the lunar years, we annually lose 1) days, it is evident that the 
time calculated and fixed upon for the celebration of the pass- 
over would every year become more distant from the proper 
season so strongly typified in the text; but by the jolicitas 
intercalation of a month, as before described, the whole arrange- 
ment is kept in balance, and our passover is always observed at 
the prescribed season. 

‘The different number of days alloted to each distinct year, 
arises from a variety of circumstances regulating the festivals, 
as likewise from the necessity of making up nearly 11 more 
lapsed days, which are the result of an accumulation of smal! 
fractional parts left unprovided for during the space of 28 
years, forming the solar cycle. It would be as tedious as 
unnecessary to enlarge on this farther than, as an example, to 
state a rule, that the new-year’s day cannot be fixed on the 
Ist, 4th, or 6th day of the week, as that would occasion 
Hoshanna Rabba to « held on the Sabbath, and Yom Kippur: 
on Friday or Sunday, days incompatible with their respectively 
snatituted ceremonies; so also are the various other festivals 
dependent on rules of this nature. 

‘‘T shall now proceed with the Calendar, observing the 
order at present used from the beginning of the civil year, and 
notice the remarkable days as they occur; it will be useful for 
you: to know that we have no specific names for the several 
days of the week, which are only designated by their order, as 
the first, second, &c:, and not more than three or four are to be 
found in scripture as attached to months; nay, it is even 
questionable, whether these be pure Hebrew: the names now 
used are Chaldaic, and were brought back from Babylon by the 
rabbins who laid the foundation for the Mishna. | 

‘* As a general rule of observance thoughout the year, it 
must be noticed, that the days distinguishing the beginning of 
the month, whether there be one or two as before expressed,t 
are each called Rosh Hodesh (win wer), on which the psalms 
of praise denominated Half Hallel are recited in the morning 
prayers, and some additions made in the liturgy; it is also an 
established custom, that on the eve of every Rosh Hodesh, a 
sort of penitential course is pursued ; and at afternoon prayers, 
the confessional prayer (120wx), and propitiatorial petitions 
(mim>D), are humbly repeated, whence the day is called the 
minor day of atonement (jop O89 OW). Such a regular monthly 
recognition of our sinful state is surely an edifying and pious 
procedure. 

“ Tisuri, called in Scripture, Ethanim, the first month of 
the civil year and seventh of the ecclesiastical, has 30 days; it 
is coeval with a range from 13th September to 12th October, 
dependent on its occurrence in an embolismic year or not; it is 
the richest month in the year for sacred days and festivals: the 
first two days known by the term of Rosh Hashanah{ are 


held as most sacred; our rabbins apply to them the verse in — 


 # Deut. xvii. 1; and Exod. v. t See page 65. 
t Numb. xxix. l. 
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Psalms*, ‘ Blow the trumpet on the New-moon day, on our 
solemn feast day, for this is a statute for Israel, a judgment of 
the God of Jacob :’ the horn accordingly is sounded to awaken 
the remembrance of past actions, the merits or defaults of which 
are thought to influence the determination of our fate during 
the coming year. This being the day on which the world was 
first put into action, its anniversary has traditionally been fixed 
on as a day of trial and judgment of man, whereon the whole of 
his conduct during the past year becomes the object of approval 
or censure, and influences the fate to be adjudged to him for 
the one commencing: hence, the attendance at the synagogue 
is strictly observed, the prayers, &c., allotted for the service of 
the day are all peculiarly devoted to the object of praise, to the 
great Creator of the universe, and supplication for mercy and 
forgiveness from the God of justice towards the erring mortals 
of this sinful earth. 

‘The whole subsequent week, together with these two days, 
are called ‘The Ten Days of Repentance ;’ they are regarded 
with peculiar sanctity, the penitential prayers are every morning 
devoutly offered up in the synagogue: each day is held as a 
fast, either during its first portion, or entire, by the more strict ; 
whilst devotion, charity, and repentance, most impressively 
occupy the thoughts, and regulate the conduct of the pious, 
who consider this the period at which all our ‘conduct and 
actions are about to be adjudicatedf. 

‘The third day of this month a solemn fast is held, com- 
memorating and deploring the sacrilegious murder in the 
temple, of Gedaliah, the viceroy placed by Nebuchadnezzar 
over Jerusalem at its capture, which was accompanied by a 
like destruction of a large number of the people, as well as the 
infliction of much misery throughout the nationf. 

‘‘ The tenth day, Yom Kippur, is however the most pro- 
minent and important; it is appointed, and its observance 
commanded in the Bible, with great solemnity and peculiar 
ordination§. This great fast-day is ordered to be kept, as it 
were, with double sabbatical strictness; all manner of work 1s 
most rigidly forbidden, the soul is to be humbled by fasting, 
penitence, confession of sins, and propitiatory prayer; so deeply 
is it to be engaged in this holy occupation, that even the 
common conveniences, such as wearing of shoes, refreshment 
by washing or bathing, are to be abstained from; and this 
discipline 1s to commence on the eve of the ninth day, and 
continued until sunset of the tenth, for it is a day appointed for 
the atonement of sins, * before the Lord|.’ 

“The services of this day, as observed in the temple of 
Jerusalem, exhibited a grand and solemn spectacle; the high 
priest had a number of sacrifices to offer, he was to make con- 
fession and implore pardon for himself, the priesthood, and the 
whole congregation ; it was the only day in the year when he 
was allowed to enter with all due reverence into the Holy of 
Holies, where he might be said to have approached the very 
presence of God: the Levites were singing praises; the com- 
monalty of the nation in the outer courts were fasting and 
preying with hearts replete with contrition, and, whenever they 

eard the ineffable name of God pronounced by the priest, with 
holy fervour responded, ‘* Blessed be the glory of his name for 
ever and ever!” Nay, even at this time, although deprived of 
the glorious temple, and constrained to substitute the best means 
we can in observance of this solemn day, we trust our endea- 
vours are not in vain: for, truly speaking, the scene of a devout 
congregation in our synagogues on this day is very striking ; 
nearly the whole of its twenty-four hours are occupied in earnest 
prayer, true devotion, and high-wrought praise, together with 
confession of sins and humble petitions from contrite and 
repentant hearts. Such being the simultaneous observance of 
the whole nation on the same day, and in nearly the same manner, 
throughout the civilized world, is at least strongly indicative of 
its earnestness, and encourages a fair ground for presuming to 
hope that the grace and mercy of the esiavoleis Almighty will 
ever be benignly extended to applicants so sincere and zealous. 
It must be also understood, that the state of mind thus induced 
includes the whole range of charitable feeling of men towards 


* Psalm lxxxi. 2. 


Vide Talmud, Rosh Hashanah. 
erem. 


§ Levit. xxiii. 26—31. | Levit. xvi. 30. 


each other, for no one can expect to be pardoned by Goa ; 
y od if he 
be not at peace with his fellow-creature*, 

‘The Jubilee year was also proclaimed in the temple 

On 
this day by the sound of trumpets. 

‘The fifteenth of this month is fixed for the festival of Su 
coth or Tabernacles, also called in scripture, Chag hom 
(s:DNA 3M), the Feast of In-gathering, or what we might denon. 
nate the Harvest Home, the period when all the produce of 
the year, the wine, the oil, and all the winter fruits were housed - 
this festival is expressly commanded to be held as commemp. 
rative of the residence of the children of Israel in tents, during 
their journey through the wilderness}, where, for forty years. 
they were sustained by the immediate providence of God. 
protected by his presence, and supported by his divine influence. 
we are accordingly commanded to commemorate the same by 
dwelling in Tabernacles during seven days of this festival, 
_ * The celebration of the Feast of Tabernacles also, was on¢ 
of the three periods of the year, when all the male portion of 
the nation were commanded to go up to the temple and eyinge 
their devotion by worship, and by gifts in proportion to their 
respective capabilities§. The Passover, and the Feast of Weeks, 
being the two other appointed periods, The first and eighth 
days of the Feast of ‘Tabernacles are commanded to be cop. 
sidered as holy, that is to say, equal with the Sabbath; except. 
ing only, that all such occupations as might be required {or the 
preparation of food were allowed to; be performed. The in- 
termediate days, however, are called Choll Hamved, or the 
lighter festival days; when the ordinary and necessary business 
of lite might be followed; this regulation is likewise operative 
during the passover, the only other festival of a week’s duration. 
A number of peculiar sacrifices were commanded to be offered 
on such occasions; in addition to which, another ceremonial was 
attached to these days of rejoicing; and such, indeed, is ina 
manner retained to this day ; viz. that of processions, in which « 
branch of the palm-tree, a bough of myrtle, some willow twigs, to. 
gether with the truit of the citron-tree, were taken in the hand, and 
with joyous songs carried in procession round the altar; many 
and various mystical and typical meanings have been ingeui- 
ously, and some very aptly, conjectured to be attached to thus 
peculiar selection, but the plainest reasons are surely the best: 
the palm always was, and yet is, an article used in processions; 
the citron was the most beautiful and best-flavoured fruit of the 
climate that could keep its qualities seven days ; and so is the 
myrtle of that country an elegant shrub of very grateful odour; 
while the willow, a plant of a habitude indicating the presence 
of water, was joined to the more fragrant herbs, as commemo- 
rative of the arid desert devoid of that element, in which the 
people had so long sojourned, and were now bringing back to 
mind, gratefully praising God for the kindness and mercy shew 
in so-desolate a situation. 

‘On the eighth day, an additional festival is enjoined to be 
held, called ézereth, or the restraining; because the people 
who came from a distance were ordered to retrain trom going 
home, and to stay and devote an additional day at this close of 
the season for sacrifice, thanksgiving, and glorification, in the 
temple of the beneficent God who had so greatly favoured 
them: hence, in our prayers, this day is particularly entitled 
‘The Period of our Rejoicing ;” such, in fact, being 1ts peculiar 
character. The number of sacrifices that were to be ofiered 
on that day being but few, there remained ample time for many 
modes of rejoicing: one of the impressive and pleasing sights 
exhibited at that period was the presentation of the ripe tus 
and products of the earth, called Becurim§. ‘These wer 
brought in great pomp by the several landholders 1n wrought 
baskets, many of which were of silver, with thelr eonless 
beautifully arranged. A deputation of Levites went forth - 
of the gates of Jerusalem, and conducted the processions - 
the temple, singing select psalms all the way** ; and when " 
fruits were brought to the priest, the owner repeated the pr 
scribed recitationt}, waved the basket, and retired with pro! 
impressions and deep veneration, 


* Mishna Yoma at the end. 
Levit. xxiii, 41—43, 
Exod. xii, 16. 

* Psalm xxx. cxxii. cl. 


— 


+ Levit. xxiil. 9. 

§ Deut. xxill. l4—l7. 
Deut, 
tt Deut. 5. 
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SUPPLEMENT TO VOL. III. 


«The seventh day of this festival (called p35 psyeyn), 
although not held as one of the sacred, was a day of consider- | 
able importance during the period of the temple ; it was the | 
jast on which the regular sacrifices were ordained to be offered 
daily during this festival, at first in a large number, but with a_ 
regular diminution from day to day. ‘The order of procession 
on this day, was more imposing than on any other; and after 
seven times circumambulating the altar*, the usual colle 
of plants, viz. the palm-branch, &c., were cast aside, 
twigs of willow substituted, and Hosannah 
and fervently vociferated. The 
being attached to a watery soil, as the prayers peculiarly ad- 
dressed to the deity on this day, were propitiatory of genial 
rains to fructify the earth, and ward off the evils of equinoctial 
gales. In these times, analogous prayers and hymns are read 
and sung, the willow-branches nn: § and at the end of the 
service it is the custom to beat off the leaves. ‘Thus, you see, 
this peculiar festival has a double purpose ; viz. the comme- 
moration of the tedious detention and support of the nation 
during forty years in a dreary desert; as also a religious call 
for grateful worship at the close of a bountiful year, | 

‘In the present times, when, being expatriated, we are de- 


prived of the latter reason ; we nevertheless seize the oppor- 
tunity of afxing to this festal period a more modern, but a 
very interesting annual celebration. It is just at this time of'| 
year that the weekly course of the sabbatical reading of the 
Pentateuch arrives at its completion; and on this occasion, in 
order to fulfil the behest, ‘* This book of the law shall not de- 
part out of thy mouth, but thou shalt meditate therein day and | 
nightt,”” and, that we may never appear unoccupied with the 
law of God, we make the mode of procedure on the ninth | 
day of this festival an important ceremonial: we read the last 
section of Deuteronomy, and immediately foilow it up by read- 


annual course to the commencement of the next, and thus 
keeping up a perpetual circle in which there is no lapse of 
time, during which the children of Israel, the original con- 


_ servators of the sacred law, can be said to be inattentive to its 
exercise, | 


“This additional day, from such ceremonial procedure, is 


called Simchath Torah nnow), the Rejoicing for the 
Law, in accordance with which, a variety of appropriate 
hymns, blessings, and praises, are added to the usuai order of 
the festival worship of that day. 


“ The sun, during the course of this month, passes through 
the conste!lation Libra. 


“The second month of the civil, and eighth month of the 


ecclesiastical year, is called MAarcnkesvaNn or CHESVAN; In| 


Hebrew, Bun. The number of days allotted to this and to 
the next month, are the only instances of variety of their dis- 
tribution occurring in different years, owing to certain rules 
dependent on the appointment of the new-year’s day; all the 
other months holding their regular course of alternate 29 or 30 
ays each; and this regulation, as well as the order of making 
the leap-year, depends on the arrangement necessary for bring- 
ing the lunar cycle correct with the solar year as before-men- 
honed ; in accordance with this rule, Marchesvan of the year 
A.M. 5595, contains 30 days. The only peculiar days of 
observance iv its course are, that Monday the 22nd, and the 
hursday and the succeeding Monday, are appointed as days 
or fasting and putting forth petitions in humble prayer, for 
favorable and genial rains required to forward agricultural pro- 
uce at the autumnal equinox which has just passed, and the 
acbrecation of severe and destructive gales incident to that 
ason. 
“ This month runs from about the 13th October to the 12th 
vember, the sun passing through the constellation Cancer. 
The third month is named Cutsxev (}5p3) : like the last, 
ithas sometimes 29, or, as in this year, 30 days for its course: 
on the 25th of this month Hanucah commences, which, as its 
name implies, is a commemoration of the Consecration ; a cir- 
cumstance that took place in the second temple at the time of 


—evany from the tyrannical profanation, and the subsequent 


+ Talmud, Succoth, fol. 49. 
t Josh. i. 8. 


* Numb. xxix, 13—34. 
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prohibition of its holy service by Antiochus Epiphanes. About 


A.M. 3630, this restoration was effected through the bravery 
aid prowess of Judas Maccabeus, one of its high priests, on 
which occasion, a very small lamp of consecrated oil was mira- 
culously found capable of furnishing sufficient to supply all the 


established holy lights in the temple during eight days, until a 


fresh portion could be procured. This season is regarded as a 


ction | Joyous commemoration of the deliverance miracle, &c., during 
fresh | which a regular series of lights are every evening burned, com- 
| ‘} Was repeatedly | mencing with one, gradually increasing to eight, such being the 
willow was chosen from its | number of days of its observance, The laudatory psalms (Hallel*) 


and some appropriate hymns are added to the daily service, and 
the period considered as one fitted for national rejoicing. This 
historical event being comparatively of a later date, and con- 
sequently not noticed in the Bible, does not possess the sanc- 


tity of the regular festivals ordained in the sacred text. 


‘* The course of the sun during this month, is through the 
zodiacal constellation Sagittarius, and runs from November 
13th to December llth. . 

‘The fourth month, named Tesetu, has 29 days, from about 
December 12 to January 9. The tenth is the only remarkable 
day, being kept as a solemn fast in commemoration of the 
tatal seige laid to Jerusalem by Nebuchadnezzar; the esta- 
blished order of propitiatory and penitential prayers in use for 
fast days are accordingly read at the synagogues: this fast is 
referred to by Zachariah, as the fast of the tenth month. 

* The course of the sun during this month, is through the 
constellation Capricornus. 

‘* The fifth month, called Sa’vat, contains 30 days, generally 
from January 10 to February 8, without any particular ob- 
servance of individual days. | 

‘* The sun’s course through the zodiac, pervades the con- 


-stellation dquarius. 
ing the first chapter of Genesis; thus, joining the end of one 


“The sixth: month, ApAr, contains in common years 29 
days, but in leap-year 30 are allotted to it, and 29 to the second 
Adar or Veadar ; this portion of the year is that selected for 
the intercalation of the additional month required in the 
arrangement of lunar years, in order to equalize them with the 
solar; and is perfected in the cycle of mneteen years: the 
embolismic or leap-years always being the 3rd, 6th, 9th, L1th, 
14th, 17th, and 19th years of the cycle, Our attention to this 
is clearly pointed out in scripture, in order that due attention 
be paid to the regular arrangement of the correct season in 
which the passover is to be observed, ‘* Be careful to observe 
the spring month for passover, &c}.” 

‘The rangé of the month Adar generally runs from February 


) 9 to March 10, and that of the additional month, called Veadar, 


from March 4 to April 2; it is very evident, however, that 
great and marked differences must every year occur in this 
accordance, not ouly with respect to the agreement of days, but 
also as to the period of the sun’s entry into the constellation 
Pisces, which in common years 1s always its course during the 
month Adar, 
‘On the 14th of this month, the feast of Purim is celebrated, 
which is ushered in by a fast on the 13th, in commemoration 
of the one observed at Shushan by the command of Esther, 
whose heroic interposition prevented the total extermination ot 
the Jewish nation spread through Persia and many surrounding 
countries, as had been designed by Haman, and had already 
been sanctioned by Ahasuerus. This festival is observed on 
the eve of the 13th, and the morning of the 14th of Adar, or of 
Veadar if leap-year, by reading the Book of Esther, and some 
prayers and thanksgivings purposely composed for the occa- 
sion: at the same time it is joyously observed at home by en- 
tertainments, and is particularly marked by sending presents of 
delicacies to friends, &e., the liberal dispensation of alms to 
the poor, in accordance to the text, Esther ix. 22, like that of 
Hanucah (7>)n). This festival being only commemorative 
of an event of comparatively a modern date, it 1s not invested 
with the sanctity of those enacted by Moses in the Pentateuch. 
‘‘ Nissan, the seventh month of the civil, and the first of the 
ecclesiastical year, a8 before explained; has always 30 days, 


¢ Psalms cxiii, to cxviii. inclusive. + Zach. viii. 19. 
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from about March 20 to April 18; this is the month to which 


the test of correct calculation is directed, in order that the 


celebration of the Passover Festival on its fifteenth day should 
be as near as possible to the true period at which the exit from 
Egypt was effected; the outline given at the commencement 
of this section cursorily points out the system adopted to effect 
this, and the result is, that the time of year at which this com- 
memoration is to be observed, must be as soon as possible after, 
but never before, the vernal equinox. This festival is in the 
law commanded to be held seven days, the first and Jast of 
which are to be kept sacred ; and the intermediate days allowed 
to be employed in necessary occupations, although still to be 
regarded as holy days, in the same way as explained when 
treating of the Feast of Tabernacles: on this occasion, it 1s ne- 
cessary to enter into a closer explanation of an apparent incor- 
rectness in our present mode of observance of these sacred days 
of festivals; which, on all occasions, excepting the day of 
atonement, exceeds the original commandment, as we celebrate 
two such holy days instead of the one ordained in the text, so 
that we have eight days instead of seven at passover, two In- 
stead of one at the new year, &c. &c.; this arises from the same 
cause already detailed when treating on Rosh Hodesh: and 
this caution of keeping two days, in order that the real day 
might not be mistaken, was rendered most important at this 
festival, lest, by error, leavened bread should be eaten ona 
prohibited day, by doing which, the greatest punishment held 
out in the Bible, viz. Corath, or “ excision from after life,” 
would be incurred. This custom was always followed in the 
provinces, places distant from Jerusalem, where the proclama- 
tion from the Sanhedrin could not reach: but, in Palestine, the 
day having with certainty been declared, was the only one 
observed. 

‘* During this festival, all articles produced by the fermenta- 
tion of grain, such as bread, beer, spirits, kc. &c., must not 
only be refrained from, but must not even be admitted into the 
house,* and all the utensils must be scrupulously cleansed from 
any impurity occasioned by leavened articles. 

‘* The prayers, &c. adapted for the celebration of this period 
of lagen. pores as it is therein termed, are of course, appro- 
priate, and some very elegant poetical compositions sanctify 
and beautify the service. But the most impressive and national 
ceremony attached to this joyous period, is the assemblage 
of families on the two first evenings, to repeat a collection of 
narratives, talmudic extracts, praises and blessings, purposely 
compiled to commemorate the glorious event, and to excite a 
lively sense of gratitude to the Almighty benefactor and pro- 
tector of Israel, sundry ceremonies are observed, and it is the 
custom that all the servants and dependants of the family who 
are of the Jewish faith should participate in this exhilirating 
anniversary. 

‘On the sixteenth of this month, during the period of the 
temple, a sheaf of the first ripening grain was offered at the 
altar ; and from that day, fifty days were reckoned, at the end 
of which, the third festival, or day of general convocation, was 
to take place. Although the offering has ceased, the ceremony 
of counting the days continues to this time, and is declared after 
evening service, announcing the number of days and weeks; 
this custom, as well as many others, rouses a sensible reminis- 
cence of the once happy state of Judea; it is termed Omer, 
from the measure of corn brought as an oblation. : 

“The course of the sun during this month, is through the 
constellation Aries. 

“Tyan, found in scripture under the name of Ziv (meaning 
brightness), forms the eighth month, and has 29 days, ranging 
from about April 19 to May 17. During this month, the three 
fasts instituted at the equinoxes, take place in the same manner 
as in Marchesvan, on some certain fixed and consecutive 
Monday and Thursday, and the subsequent Monday, in propiti- 
— for kind and dewy moisture required during the summer 

eats. | 
_“ The constellation through which the sun passes during this 
month, is Taurus. 


Exod, xii. 19. 


“Sivan, the ninth month of the civil year, has 
days, from about May 18 to June 16, ar always 30 

“The sixth day of this month being the 50th from 
offering the first sheaf (Omer), is celebrated as a festiy 
called Sh’vuoth (mia), or the Feast of Weeks, wher ain 
offering of loaves made from the new corn then gathered in 
was ordered to be prepared at home and brought to the ter, le 
as the first fruits of the year*. This was one of the three 
periods, when all who could, were to appear at J erusalemt with 
sacrifices and free-will offerings. At present, when deprived 
of such opportunities by the destruction of the temple, we avail 
ourselves of this period of the year, which is precisely that whey 
the nation was enlightened and hallowed by the delivery of the 
law at Mount Sinai, to recite a number of commemorative 
prayers, praises, and psalms, in its celebration in the synagogue 
service. Religious persons employ the greater part of the 
night of the eve of this festival in pero, Bog portions of the 
law, prophets and Talmud, accompanied by suitable prayers, 

‘The sun’s course in this month, is through the constellation 
Gemini. 

“ TuamMus, the tenth month, comprises 29 days, from about 
June 17 to July 15; on the seventeenth, a solemn fast is held 
in the melancholy commemoration of the capture of Jerusalem 
by the Romans, and many other calamities then occurring? ; it 
is remarkable that the conquest of the first temple by Nebu- 
chadnezzar was in the same month, on the ninth day. 

‘‘The course of the sun is through the constellation Scorpio. 
' “ Ap, the eleventh mouth, containing 30 days, from July 16 
to August 4, is of equally dolorous complexion: the ninth day 
is particularly marked as the fatal period when the glory and 
government of the Jewish nation were overthrown by the burn- 
ing of the first temple, and the people being carried in capti- 
vity to Babylon and the neighbouring countries, as foretold by 
the prophets and related in the mn Srey this afflicting com- 
memoration is infinitely aggravated by that of the complete 
destruction of the second temple, and the total subversion of 
the Jewish state by the Romans; which occurred at the same 
time of year. The recollection of such reiterated and accu- 
mulated afilictions gives greater intensity to our lamentation on 
this fast-day, which is kept with a strictness nearly similar to 
the day of atonement, though without its sacred character; it 
commences with the previous eve, and the synagogue service Is 
performed by the faint light of dull tapers. ‘The lamentations 
of Jeremiah, with a number of dolorous deploring elegiac 
compositions are mournfully chanted, and the whole conducted 
with impressive sadness; Zachariah calls this the fast of the 
fifth month|}. It is customary after the fast day has passed, to 
change the name of the month to ‘* Menachem,” i.e. the com- 
forter, when employed as a date in correspondence, &c. 

‘The course of the sun during this month, is through the 
constellation Leo. 

‘* ELLUL, the twelfth month, has 29 days, from about August 
15 to September 12; the last week of this closing month of 
the year wears a serious aspect: the new year is apprceens 
the day on which man is to be adjudged for his deeds during 
the past year is nigh at hand, and the mind is roused to reflect 
on its sinful state, conscience is awakened to repentance, and 
the soul becomes deeply impressed with its responsibility ; 
many penitential prayers are offered, confession of sins most 
humbly made, and supplication for pardon earnestly presented 
during the last days of this month ; which, connected with the 
Feast of Commemoration “t Rosh Hashanah,” of the coming year, 
and the concomitant ten penitential days in Zishri, and even- 
tually closing with the holy day of atonement, tend to inspire 
us with hopes of mercy from the gracious Almighty God, 
Father of all. The days here mentioned, are termed “ Days 
of Forgiveness,” and thus is the year concluded with ager 
feeling, penitent compunction, devout worship, and acts 0 
charity. j he’ 

“Phe course of the sun during this month through t 
zodiac, pervades Virgo.”—Van Oven's Manual of Judaism. _ 


b * Levit. xxiii. 16, 17. ) 
+ Deut. xvi. 16. Exod. xxiii. 14—17. 
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